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Agenda Item 4

Agenda Item 4
Submitted to Land Use and Servicing Committee

Purpose For Decision

Subject South and East Calgary Regional 
Transportation Study

Meeting Date May 7, 2020
Motion that the Committee recommend to the Board approval of the South and East
Calgary Regional Transportation Study

Motion that the Committee recommend that the Board share the South and East 
Calgary Regional Transportation Study with the Minister of Transportation and senior 
leadership at Alberta Transportation

Summary

In September 2018 CMRB administration was authorized by ISC to develop a 
RFP, with support from the Transportation Technical Advisory Group, for a 
transportation study covering the remaining geographical portions of the Calgary 
Metropolitan Region (CMR).  The study is referred to as the South and East 
Calgary Regional Transportation Study (S&ECRTS).  

Through a competitive bid process, a consultant was selected to undertake the 
S&ECRTS. The successful consultant, ISL Engineering and Land Services (ISL) 
started in early 2019. 

A total of ten (10) South and East Committee meetings were held over the 
course of the project.  Member municipal administration representatives as well 
as Alberta Transportation’s Southern Region Infrastructure Manager and Highway 
Planning Engineer from Edmonton actively participated in these project meetings. 
With this approach, the municipalities were updated throughout the project 
including live updates of ongoing technical studies.  

The Executive Summary of the final report is attached.  The report has been 
reviewed by representatives of all member municipalities in the study area and
Alberta Transportation’s technical team. 

Following the adoption of the NCRTS in September 2019, the Board directed 
CMRB Administration to combine the NCRTS and S&ECRTS and summarize the 
results.  The results of the combined studies are discussed in a separate 
agenda item of the May 2020 LUSC meeting.
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Agenda Item 4

1. South & East Calgary Region Transportation 
Study (S&ECRTS)

The S&ECRTS was initiated by the CMRB through an open competitive request for 
proposal 2018-02 in October 2018. The successful consultant, ISL Engineering and 
Land Services, began in their work in January 2019 with technical support from Aziz 
Merali of TransCan Engineering, CMRB’s Transportation Subject Matter Expert (SME).  

S&ECRTS and the previously completed NCRTS (adopted by the Board in September 
2019), were developed to identify and prioritize regionally significant transportation 
projects.  The studies considered currently planned growth and existing growth 
conditions.  As such, they inform the regional road network component of the Growth 
and Servicing Plan.  The Growth and Servicing Plan is exploring alternative regional 
land use scenarios, which may influence future travel demand and thus transportation 
priorities.  Regional transportation priorities will need to be re-evaluated over time to 
reflect the Board’s growth priorities as established through the Growth and Servicing 
Plan.

Study Objectives
The study objectives were: 

1. Using the NCRTS process as a guide, develop the interim and long term 
transportation network to support the planned growth in the south and east 
portion of the CMR over the next 10 and 20 years. 

2. Design the study process such that the two transportation networks can be 
integrated

3. Develop a 2028 and 2039 Transportation Infrastructure Project Priorities list for 
the South & East portion of the Calgary Metropolitan Region (CMR). 

2. Next Steps

The results of this study may be considered in the upcoming funding program review 
process in September 2020 and possibly sooner given the province’s plans for economic 
stimulus.  The relative ranking of proposed transportation projects will provide benefit 
to the CMR as a whole and should assist with expediting provincial funding 
commitments. Of note is that each of the projects listed are in varying stages of 
progress; some require land acquisition, some have progressed to the design phase 
and some may be ‘shovel-ready’.  The status of the projects may become a factor for 

Attachments

Presentation – South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study, Aziz Merali 
– CMRB Transportation Subject Matter Expert
Executive Summary, South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study
(attachment available at link sent by email) 
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provincial funding review and decision-making.  
Consequently, the list is not meant to be construed as a consecutive list.  Rather, it is a 
list of projects that are regionally significant and are expected to provide benefit to the 
CMR. It is understood that a similar collaborative approach continues to be successful 
in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region, where area municipalities have participated in 
common regional prioritization efforts for more than a decade.

3. Recommendation

That the Committee recommend to the Board approval of the South and East Calgary 
Regional Transportation Study; and

That the Committee recommend that the Board share the South and East Calgary 
Regional Transportation Study with the Minister of Transportation and senior leadership at 
Alberta Transportation
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South & East Calgary
Regional Transportation Study

Presentation with CMRB Land Use & Intermunicipal 
Servicing Committee

May 7, 2020
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Study Area
Airdrie

S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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Study Process

Stage 1

Network Context

• Data Collection
• Land Use Inputs
• Network Options
• Evaluation Framework

Stage 2

Network Modelling & 
Evaluation

• Network Analysis
• Option Evaluation
• 2028 and 2039 Horizons

Stage 3

Network Prioritization

• Project Evaluation
• Project Prioritization
• Reporting

S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Jan - Mar Apr - Nov Dec - Mar
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Network Development and Modelling

S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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Growth Assumptions
• All municipalities provided 94 Plans based on approved ASPs as of December 31, 2017

• Growth Rates for 10-year (2028) and 20-year (2039) horizons – so not necessarily “full build” of all plans

S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Road Network 
& Classification:
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Intermunicipal Servicing Committee

Transit Network 
& Classification:
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Final Project 
Classification
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Four Modelling 
Scenarios
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Evaluation Criteria & Weighting
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Evaluation Criteria & Weighting
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Evaluation Criteria & Weighting
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

2028 Project Priority List
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

2039 Project Priority List
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S&ECRTS – Presentation with Land Use and Servicing Committee

2028 Project Priority List
Top 10 Projects

Roadway Transit
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Conclusion

• The S&ECRTS study is now complete

• Consultant has submitted their final 
report

• Report includes comments from all 
members

S&ECRTS – Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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Agenda Item 5

Agenda Item 5
Submitted to Land Use and Servicing Committee

Purpose For Decision

Subject Integration of the North and South & East 
Transportation Studies

Meeting Date May 7, 2020
Motion that the Committee recommend to the Board approval of the Integration 
Memo of the North Calgary Regional Transportation Study and the South and 
East Calgary Regional Transportation Study

Motion that the Committee recommend that the Board share the integration 
technical memo with the Minister of Transportation and senior leadership at 
Alberta Transportation

Summary

In September 2018 CMRB administration was authorized by ISC to develop a
RFP, with support from the Transportation Technical Advisory Group, for a 
transportation study covering the remaining geographical portions of the 
Calgary Metropolitan Region (CMR). The study is referred to as the South and 
East Calgary Regional Transportation Study (S&ECRTS).  ISL was the 
successful proponent, through the competitive bid process.

The NCRTS began in 2018 and the project results and report was adopted by 
the Board in September 2019.  The report was also presented to Alberta 
Transportation Deputy Minister, Director and Executive Director in July of 2019
in order to fulfill the initial request from the province.  The NCRTS committee
was praised, by the province, for their collaboration and commitment in 
determining the priority of transportation infrastructure upgrades that would 
benefit the Calgary region. 

Following adoption of the NCRTS in September 2019, the Board directed CMRB 
Administration to develop and submit an integrated list of transportation 
projects and priorities, across the CMR, for the 10 and 20 year horizons that 
would be used to communicate regional network needs to the province

The S&ECRTS began in January 2019 and the project deliverable was the 
subject of a previous motion and agenda item of today’s meeting.  The 
report was reviewed by administrations from participating member 
municipalities and Alberta Transportation. 
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1. Regionally Significant Transportation Projects in 
the CMR: Integration of NCRTS and S&ECRTS

S&ECRTS and the previously completed NCRTS (adopted by the Board in September 
2019), were developed to identify and prioritize regionally significant transportation 
projects.  The studies considered currently planned growth and existing growth 
conditions. As such, they will inform the regional road network component of the 
Growth and Servicing Plan.  The Growth and Servicing Plan is exploring alternative 
regional land use scenarios, which may influence future travel demand and thus 
transportation priorities. 

The list of projects is not meant to be interpreted as a consecutive list.  Rather, it is a 
list of projects that are regionally significant and are required to support the planned 
growth for the 10- and 20-year horizons.  

2. Next Steps

The results of this study may be considered in the upcoming funding program review 
process in September 2020 and possibly sooner given the province’s plans for economic 
stimulus.  The relative ranking of proposed transportation projects will provide benefit 
to the CMR as a whole and should assist with expediting provincial funding 
commitments. Of note is that each of the projects listed are in varying progress stages; 
some require land acquisition; some have progressed to the design phase and some 
may be ‘shovel-ready’.  The status of the projects may become a factor for provincial 
funding review and decision-making.  Consequently, the list is not meant to be 

CMRB member municipalities participated in a meeting with ISL’s project team 
and CMRB SME to confirm the evaluation criteria and scoring for consistency
and completeness.  

S&ECRTS and the previously completed NCRTS (adopted by the Board in 
September 2019), were developed to identify and prioritize regionally 
significant transportation projects.  The studies considered currently planned 
growth and existing growth conditions.  As such, they will inform the regional 
road network component of the Growth and Servicing Plan.  The Growth and 
Servicing Plan is exploring alternative regional land use scenarios, which may 
influence future travel demand and thus transportation priorities.  Regional 
transportation priorities will need to be re-evaluated over time to reflect the 
Board’s growth priorities as established through the Growth and Servicing 
Plan. 

Attachments 

Regional Transportation Network, Integration of NCRTS and S&ECRTS, Aziz
Merali – CMRB Transportation Subject Matter Expert
Technical Memo: Integration of NCRTS and S&ECRTS Studies, ISL Engineering
and Land Services (ISL) (attachment available at link sent by email) 

CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee Agenda Pkg May 7 2020 Agenda Page 28 of 51



Agenda Item 5

construed as a consecutive list.  Rather, it is a list of 
projects that are regionally significant and are known to provide benefit to the CMR.  It 
is understood that a similar  

collaborative approach continues to be successful in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region,
where area municipalities have participated in common regional prioritization efforts for 
more than a decade.   

3. Recommendation

That the Committee recommend to the Board approval of the Integration Memo of the 
North Calgary Regional Transportation Study and the South and East Calgary Regional 
Transportation Study; and

That the Committee recommend that the Board share the integration technical memo
with the Minister of Transportation and senior leadership at Alberta Transportation
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Regional Transportation Network
Integration of NCRTS and S&ECRTS

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

May 7, 2020
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Study Area

NCRTS Study Area

S&ECRTS Study Area
(This Study) 

Airdrie

CMRB Boundary

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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Study Process

Stage 1

Network Context

• Data Collection
• Land Use Inputs
• Network Options
• Evaluation Framework

Stage 2

Network Modelling & 
Evaluation

• Network Analysis
• Option Evaluation
• 2028 and 2039 Horizons

Stage 3

Network Prioritization

• Project Evaluation
• Project Prioritization
• Reporting

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Jan - Mar Apr - Nov Dec - Mar
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Network Development and Modelling

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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NCRTS : Growth Assumptions

• All municipalities provided input based on approved ASPs (or more detailed plans) as of December 31, 2017

• Growth rates for 10-year (2028) and 20-year (2039) horizons – so not necessarily “full build” of each 
municipality

* North Calgary Region figures only include area ~north of Glenmore Trail

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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S&ECRTS: Growth Assumptions
• All municipalities provided 94 Plans based on approved ASPs as of December 31, 2017

• Growth Rates for 10-year (2028) and 20-year (2039) horizons – so not necessarily “full build” of all plans

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
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NCRTS & S&ECRTS: Growth Assumptions
• All municipalities provided 94 Plans based on approved ASPs as of December 31, 2017
• Growth Rates for 10-year (2028) and 20-year (2039) horizons – so not necessarily “full build” of all plans

• CMRB approved population forecasts are: 2.0 million by 2033 & 2.4 million by 2043

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee
CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee Agenda Pkg May 7 2020 Agenda Page 36 of 51



Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Road Network & 
Classification:
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Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Transit Network 
& Classification:
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Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

Evaluation Criteria & Weighting
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Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

2028 Combined Project Priority List : Top 20
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Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

2028 Combined Project 
Priority List : Top 20
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Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee

2028 Combined Project Priority List : Top 20
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Conclusion

• The study is now complete

• Consultant has submitted their final report

• The NCRTS and S&ECRTS will be used as one input into the CMRB 
Growth and Servicing Plan process

• The Integration of NCRTS and S&ECRTS can be shared with the 
Minister to communicate regional network needs to support planned 
growth in the CMR, over the next 10 and 20 years

Presentation with CMRB Land Use and Servicing Committee 
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Agenda Item 5
Submitted to Board

Purpose For Decision

Subject South and East Calgary Regional 
Transportation Study

Meeting Date May 22, 2020
Motion that the Board approve the South and East Calgary Regional Transportation 
Study

Motion that the Board share the South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study
with the Minister of Transportation and senior leadership at Alberta Transportation

Summary

In September 2018 CMRB administration was authorized by ISC to develop a RFP, 
with support from the Transportation Technical Advisory Group, for a 
transportation study covering the remaining geographical portions of the Calgary 
Metropolitan Region (CMR).  The study is referred to as the South and East 
Calgary Regional Transportation Study (S&ECRTS).  

Through a competitive bid process, a consultant was selected to undertake the 
S&ECRTS. The successful consultant, ISL Engineering and Land Services (ISL) 
started in early 2019. 

A total of ten (10) South and East Committee meetings were held over the course 
of the project.  Member municipal administration representatives as well as Alberta 
Transportation’s Southern Region Infrastructure Manager and Highway Planning 
Engineer from Edmonton actively participated in these project meetings.  With this 
approach, the municipalities were updated throughout the project including live 
updates of ongoing technical studies.  

The Executive Summary of the final report is attached.  The report has been 
reviewed by representatives of all member municipalities in the study area and
Alberta Transportation’s technical team. 

Following the adoption of the NCRTS in September 2019, the Board directed CMRB 
Administration to combine the NCRTS and S&ECRTS and summarize the results.  
The results of the combined studies are discussed in a separate agenda 
item of the May 2020 Board meeting.  

In the May 2020 Land Use and Servicing Committee meeting, the study was 
recommended to the Board for approval with clarifications to the Wheatland 
County population and employment values, such that only population and 
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Agenda Item 5

1. South & East Calgary Region Transportation
Study (S&ECRTS)

The S&ECRTS was initiated by the CMRB through an open competitive request for 
proposal 2018-02 in October 2018. The successful consultant, ISL Engineering and 
Land Services, began in their work in January 2019 with technical support from Aziz 
Merali of TransCan Engineering, CMRB’s Transportation Subject Matter Expert (SME). 

S&ECRTS and the previously completed NCRTS (adopted by the Board in September 
2019), were developed to identify and prioritize regionally significant transportation 
projects.  The studies considered currently planned growth and existing growth 
conditions.  As such, they inform the regional road network component of the Growth 
and Servicing Plan.  The Growth and Servicing Plan is exploring alternative regional 
land use scenarios, which may influence future travel demand and thus transportation 
priorities.  Regional transportation priorities will need to be re-evaluated over time to 
reflect the Board’s growth priorities as established through the Growth and Servicing 
Plan.

Study Objectives
The study objectives were: 

1. Using the NCRTS process as a guide, develop the interim and long term
transportation network to support the planned growth in the south and east
portion of the CMR over the next 10 and 20 years.

2. Design the study process such that the two transportation networks can be
integrated

employment values within the CMRB boundary be presented in the body of the 
report.  The previous version included population and employment values for areas 
outside the geographical boundaries of the CMRB, commensurate with standard 
transportation planning practice.  The concern from Wheatland County was that 
the population or employment data, as previously presented, may be used 
incorrectly by others.  A memo summarizing this clarification has been circulated 
via email link.

The analysis and results of the S&ECRTS do not change.  The full report with
clarified population and employment data tables will be circulated to member 
municipalities once approved by the Board. 

Attachments

Memo regarding Wheatland County population and employment clarifications, ISL
(available at link sent by email)
Executive Summary, South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study,
ISL (available at link sent by email)
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3. Develop a 2028 and 2039 Transportation
Infrastructure Project Priorities list for the South & East portion of the Calgary
Metropolitan Region (CMR).

2. Next Steps

The results of this study may be considered in the upcoming funding program review 
process in September 2020 and possibly sooner given the province’s plans for economic 
stimulus.  The relative ranking of proposed transportation projects will provide benefit 
to the CMR as a whole and should assist with expediting provincial funding 
commitments. Of note is that each of the projects listed are in varying stages of 
progress; some require land acquisition, some have progressed to the design phase 
and some may be ‘shovel-ready’.  The status of the projects may become a factor for 
provincial funding review and decision-making.  Consequently, the list is not meant to 
be construed as a consecutive list.  Rather, it is a list of projects that are regionally 
significant and are expected to provide benefit to the CMR. It is understood that a 
similar collaborative approach continues to be successful in the Edmonton Metropolitan
Region, where area municipalities have participated in common regional prioritization 
efforts for more than a decade.

3. Recommendation

That the Board approve the South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study; and

That the Board share the South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study with the 
Minister of Transportation and senior leadership at Alberta Transportation
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S&ECRTS: Growth Assumptions
� Plans based on approved ASPs as of December 31, 2017

� Growth Rates for 10-year (2028) and 20-year (2039) horizons � so not necessarily �full build� of all plans

Note*: Only part of Rocky View County is included in the study area; west of Calgary, the population south of Bow River is 
included; east of Calgary, the population south of Township Road 250 is included. Wheatland County only includes population 
within the CMRB boundary. �Other� includes the populations of Black Diamond, Turner Valley and Longview.

Presentation with CMRB
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Agenda Item 6
Submitted to Board

Purpose For Decision

Subject Integration of the North and South & East 
Transportation Studies

Meeting Date May 22, 2020
Motion that the Board approve the Integration Memo of the North Calgary 
Regional Transportation Study and the South and East Calgary Regional 
Transportation Study

Motion that the Board share the integration memo with the Minister of 
Transportation and senior leadership at Alberta Transportation

Summary

In September 2018 CMRB administration was authorized by ISC to develop a
RFP, with support from the Transportation Technical Advisory Group, for a 
transportation study covering the remaining geographical portions of the 
Calgary Metropolitan Region (CMR). The study is referred to as the South and 
East Calgary Regional Transportation Study (S&ECRTS).  ISL Engineering and 
Land Services (ISL) was the successful proponent, through the competitive bid 
process.

The NCRTS began in 2018 and the project results and report was adopted by 
the Board in September 2019.  The report was also presented to Alberta 
Transportation Deputy Minister, Director and Executive Director in July of 2019
in order to fulfill the initial request from the province.  The NCRTS committee
was praised, by the province, for their collaboration and commitment in 
determining the priority of transportation infrastructure upgrades that would 
benefit the Calgary region. 

Following adoption of the NCRTS in September 2019, the Board directed CMRB 
Administration to develop and submit an integrated list of transportation 
projects and priorities, across the CMR, for the 10 and 20 year horizons that 
would be used to communicate regional network needs to the province

The S&ECRTS began in January 2019 and the project deliverable was the 
subject of a previous motion and agenda item of today’s meeting.  The 
report was reviewed by administrations from participating member 
municipalities and Alberta Transportation. 
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Agenda Item 6

1. Regionally Significant Transportation Projects in
the CMR: Integration of NCRTS and S&ECRTS

S&ECRTS and the previously completed NCRTS (adopted by the Board in September 
2019), were developed to identify and prioritize regionally significant transportation 
projects.  The studies considered currently planned growth and existing growth 
conditions.  As such, they will inform the regional road network component of the 
Growth and Servicing Plan.  The Growth and Servicing Plan is exploring alternative 
regional land use scenarios, which may influence future travel demand and thus 
transportation priorities. 

CMRB member municipalities participated in a meeting with ISL’s project team 
and CMRB SME to confirm the evaluation criteria and scoring for consistency
and completeness.  

S&ECRTS and the previously completed NCRTS (adopted by the Board in 
September 2019), were developed to identify and prioritize regionally 
significant transportation projects.  The studies considered currently planned 
growth and existing growth conditions. As such, they will inform the regional 
road network component of the Growth and Servicing Plan.  The Growth and 
Servicing Plan is exploring alternative regional land use scenarios, which may 
influence future travel demand and thus transportation priorities.  Regional 
transportation priorities will need to be re-evaluated over time to reflect the 
Board’s growth priorities as established through the Growth and Servicing 
Plan. 

In the May 2020 Land Use and Servicing Committee meeting, the study was 
recommended to the Board for approval with clarifications to the Wheatland 
County population and employment values, such that only population and
employment values within the CMRB boundary be presented in the body of the 
report.  The previous version included population and employment values for 
areas outside the geographical boundaries of the CMRB, commensurate with 
standard transportation planning practice.  The concern from Wheatland 
County was that the population or employment data, as previously presented, 
may be used incorrectly by others.  A memo summarizing this clarification has 
been circulated via email link.

The analysis and results of the S&ECRTS do not change.  The revised technical 
memo regarding integration of the studies with clarifications to Wheatland
County population and employment data has been circulated via email link.

Attachments 

Memo regarding Wheatland County population and employment clarifications,
ISL (available at link sent by email)
Revised Technical Memo: Integration of NCRTS and S&ECRTS Studies, 
ISL (available at link sent by email) 
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The list of projects is not meant to be interpreted as a 
consecutive list.  Rather, it is a list of projects that are regionally significant and are 
required to support the planned growth for the 10- and 20-year horizons.  

2. Next Steps

The results of this study may be considered in the upcoming funding program review 
process in September 2020 and possibly sooner given the province’s plans for economic 
stimulus.  The relative ranking of proposed transportation projects will provide benefit 
to the CMR as a whole and should assist with expediting provincial funding 
commitments. Of note is that each of the projects listed are in varying progress stages; 
some require land acquisition; some have progressed to the design phase and some 
may be ‘shovel-ready’.  The status of the projects may become a factor for provincial 
funding review and decision-making.  Consequently, the list is not meant to be 
construed as a consecutive list.  Rather, it is a list of projects that are regionally 
significant and are known to provide benefit to the CMR.  It is understood that a similar  

collaborative approach continues to be successful in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region,
where area municipalities have participated in common regional prioritization efforts for 
more than a decade.   

3. Recommendation

That the Board approve the Integration Memo of the North Calgary Regional 
Transportation Study and the South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study;
and

That the Board share the integration memo with the Minister of Transportation and 
senior leadership at Alberta Transportation
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NCRTS and S&ECRTS Growth Assumptions
� All municipalities provided 94 Plans based on approved ASPs as of December 31, 2017

� Growth Rates for 10-year (2028) and 20-year (2039) horizons � so not necessarily �full build� of all plans

Presentation with CMRB
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Memorandum

islengineering.com 

ISL is proud to be:  Bullfrog Powered  |  An Aon Best Small and Medium Employer in Canada – Platinum Level Page 1 of 2 

\\CGYFS\Projects2\27300\27313_CMRB_SECRTS\03_Reports\32_Working\Wheatland Population Memo\27313_200514_WheatlandPopulationMemo.docx

4015 7 Street SE, Calgary AB  T2G 2Y9, T: 403.254.0544  F: 403.254.9186 

To: Calgary Metropolitan Region Board Date: May 14, 2020 

Attention: Jaime Graves, P.Eng. Project No.: 27313 

Reference: Clarifications on Wheatland Population and Employment Numbers 

From: Chris Delanoy, P.Eng., Michael Ge, P.Eng., PTOE, M.Sc. 

Background 

The South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study (S&ECRTS) and the technical memorandum 

integrating S&ECRTS with the North Calgary Regional Transportation Study (NCRTS) were presented to the 

CMRB’s Intermunicipal Servicing Committee (ISC) on May 7, 2020. 

During the committee’s discussion of the Integration Memo, questions were raised about the population and 

employment figures used for Wheatland County in the study.  In particular, it was noted that the existing population 

of the portion of Wheatland County within the CMRB is about 974 people, while the population level indicated in the 

memo for Wheatland County for the 2015 baseline transportation model was 3,153.  To address the discrepancy, 

the ISC passed the following motion: 

Motion that the Committee recommend to the Board approval of the Integration Memo of the North Calgary 

Regional Transportation Study and the South and East Calgary Regional Transportation Study with an 

amendment to the population projection for Wheatland County to 1,000 in 2015 and any other 

commensurate changes. 

This memorandum provides a brief summary of the issue and the changes incorporated to the Integration 

Memorandum and the main S&ECRTS report to address the ISC motion. 

Discussion on Study Boundaries and Analysis 

In reviewing the motion, we noted that the variation in population levels for Wheatland County was due to how the 

figures were presented, rather than due to an underlying discrepancy. Specifically, the population and job levels for 

Wheatland County that were presented in the original report tables were footnoted as being representative of the 

entire area of Wheatland County within the growth analysis area of the Regional Transportation Model (RTM), 

which does extend modestly beyond the CMRB boundary as illustrated in Exhibit 1 (attached). The population used 

for the study within the CMRB boundary itself was very close to the 1,000 population level indicated in the ISC’s 

motion, hence we can confirm that the original modelling and analysis were consistent with the ISC’s expectations. 

While we would stress that the study is not in any way intended to create policy or guidance for Wheatland County 

beyond the CMRB boundary, having the growth analysis area extend modestly beyond the boundary is necessary 

and consistent with best practices in transportation planning, as the availability of major provincial highway routes in 

the extended area can affect the transportation routing choices of travelers within the CMRB. In contrast to water or 

utility servicing, the RTM is a tool that reflects the prediction of human behavior and choices in transportation, 

choices that are not constrained in the real world by municipal or administrative boundaries. Ultimately, the analysis 

did confirm that highways and growth in this extended area had little or no influence on infrastructure needs within 

the CMRB, hence all recommendations do also remain current and consistent with the ISC’s motion. 
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Report Amendments 

Consistent with the ISC motion, we have amended the population and job tables (Table 2.1 in the Integration Memo 

and Table 3.1 in S&ECRTS) to include the 2015 population and jobs, and reflect only the portion of Wheatland 

County within the CMRB per committee direction. The revised final population and employment numbers for the 

integrated studies, along with the supporting footnote, are highlighted in yellow below. Updated copies of the 

S&ECRTS Executive Summary and the Integration Memo are also attached. 

Population and Jobs for the Calgary Region 

Municipality Pop 2015 Jobs 2015 Pop 2028 Jobs 2028 Pop 2039 Jobs 2039 

Airdrie 66,033 13,456 108,951 34,667 154,708 61,547 

Calgary 1,178,492 691,029 1,598,710 930,511 1,910,998 1,087,173 

Chestermere 17,807 2,319 35,738 13,501 53,220 24,751 

Cochrane 26,320 6,807 37,217 13,616 49,534 15,542 

High River 14,551 7,816 19,464 10,339 24,817 10,339 

Okotoks 28,747 8,468 37,835 10,947 45,677 11,850 

Strathmore 13,423 6,255 17,095 6,747 20,483 6,857 

Rocky View County 43,136 13,053 75,366 38,999 104,059 61,642 

Foothills County 23,229 7,286 30,483 15,988 35,720 21,659 

Wheatland County* 1,000 421 1,548 1,583 1,788 2,343 

TOTAL 1,412,738 756,910 1,962,407 1,076,898 2,401,004 1,303,703 

Note*: Wheatland County data only includes the population and jobs for the land area within the CMRB boundary. 

We trust that this information helps provide technical context for the population and employment figures used for 

Wheatland County in the S&ECRTS report, and satisfactorily addresses the motion and amendment of the ISC 

ahead of presentation of the report to the CMRB Board. Please contact us if any further elaboration is required. 



EXHIBIT 1

WHEATLAND COUNTY ANALYSIS AREA

NORTH, SOUTH & EAST CALGARY
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION STUDY
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